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the huge production Java is not self-supporting and imports
rice. It has been pointed out that rice culture alone cannot
support a higher density of population than 200 to 250 per
square kilometre (510 to 640 per square mile) ; Java, with 817
to the square mile, is thus dependent partly upon import. Native
diet in Java is more varied than in most rice-eating countries :
maize covers 4,950,000 acres ; cassava, 1,680,000 acres; sweet
potatoes, 420,000 acres; ground-nuts, 485,000 acres; soya
beans, 421,000 acres ; other pulses, 523,000 acres ; native-grown
tobacco, 347,000 acres ; potatoes, 45,000 acres ; native-grown
sugar-cane, 38,000 acres; indigo, 11,650 acres; capsicum
(chillies), 140,000 acres ; native-grown tea, 69,500 acres. Other
crops make the total under native cultivation to over 19,500,000
acres. Amongst the native crops grown partly for export the
chief are cassava (from which tapioca is made) and coconuts.
On account of its high quality there is a considerable export of
Java rice.
Quite distinct are the plantation crops, grown mainly on
European owned or managed estates for export. Sugar-cane
easily occupies first place, covering an area of between 400,000
and 450,000 acres, yielding 2,500,000 to 2,900,000 tons of sugar,
prepared by about 180 factories (1930-35). The sugar plantations
are found almost exclusively on the plains of Central and Eastern
Java. Government policy aims at securing an adequate food
supply for the huge native population, and hence forbids an
increase of sugar acreage at the expense of rice ; expansion of
area under sugar is practically impossible. Current practice
is for the sugar companies to sub-rent the necessary ground from
the natives once every three years. The constant aim has been
increase of yield, hence the output of over 40 tons of cane per acre,
and the co-operative working of the mills have done much to
make Java, after Cuba, the largest exporter of sugar in the
world, with a production about 10 per cent, of the world's total.
Tea takes second place amongst the plantation products,
and is grown on hill-slopes, terraced to encourage adequate
drainage and to prevent soil erosion by rain, especially between
i,000 and 4,500 feet above sea-level. The upper limit is set by
night frosts. The output is showing a marked tendency to
increase and the total from Java and Sumatra reached 52-7 million
kilos (115,000,000 lb.), but in the last few years has averaged about
100,000,000 kilos (220,000,000 lb. or 100,000 tons). Ninety per
cent, of the production is from European or Chinese managed
estates, mainly in Western Java (Preanger Regency), but about
15 per cent, of the production is from Sumatra.
Coffee is one of the old-established plantation industries.